And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s”. (Mark 12.17)
We are now at the culmination of an almost two-year period of presidential campaigning. To say
that it has been one of productive discourse and respectful engagement would be to betray the truth.
I do not wish to add my own voice to the multitude of negativity surrounding the candidates, their
policies, and the way in which they have conducted themselves during this time. Instead, I wish to
talk about our responsibilities and duties as Orthodox Christians and as American citizens in
relation to our political process.
As with all things in life we take our que from
Christ Himself. When confronted about what
relationship the Jewish people should have to their
Roman rulers, Christ responds, “Render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s”. We might see within this statement
a separation between political life and religious life,
that we have an obligation to the state and a
separate obligation to our faith. Yet St. Paul tells
us, “We belong to God” (Romans 14.8). We do, our
whole being, not just a subsection of our life. The
things that are Caesar’s, then, are also God’s,
because all of our being belongs to Him.
What Christ is telling us here is not “separate your religious life from your political life” rather, “do
not use your religious life as an excuse to disengage from your civic responsibilities”. We should
understand these words as an admonition to be civically minded, to engage with government, to
vote. St. Paul goes to great lengths in Romans 13 to describe the Christian person’s continued role
within the civic and public life of the Roman Empire. Yet, continually within this exhortation to
participate in the political process are the reminders “Render…unto God the things that are God’s”
and “We belong to God”. Which means that our participation is Godly participation. We do not
seek to separate our faith from our civic responsibilities, instead we live civically as Christians.
Perhaps this idea of Christian civil participation is said best by Screwtape, a senior demon who is
advising a younger demon on how to lead a man into sin in C.S. Lewis’ famous The Screwtape
Letters. He advises the younger demon about politics in this way, “Certainly we do not want men
to allow their Christianity to flow over into their political life, for the establishment of anything like
a really just society would be a major disaster” (Letter 23). Our lives belong to God, and any
portion that we might give to Caesar invariably will carry God with it. Please reflect on this as we
all head to the election booths this month. Do not use your faith as an excuse to disengage, and at
the same time, make sure that you carry it with you in your political actions.
+ Fr. Panagiotis

Dear Parishioner,
The new Ecclesiastical year is well under way and I’m happy to report our Sunday School, Youth
and Adult ministries are holding regular classes/events in both a virtual and in-person environment
and are being well attended. I want to personally thank Fr. Panagiotis for his leadership and our
ministry coordinators and Sunday school teachers for the time and effort they have put in to bring
our youth and parishioners together during these challenging times. It’s not too late to sign your
child up for Sunday School or our Youth Ministries. Please visit our website for more details or
contact the Church office.
Building & Grounds
As you may have noticed, our parking lot needed some maintenance. One of the projects we had
budgeted for in 2020 was new sealcoating for the Church parking lot. I am pleased to announce
this project is complete! We still need to replace the other side of the parking lot, but that project
will be tabled until 2021. Please join me in thanking our Building & Grounds committee for their
hard work overseeing this project.
Parish Assembly
Please mark your calendar for November 15, 2020 to attend our virtual Parish Assembly. One of
the important topics on the agenda will be the approval of the 2021 budget. Also on the agenda is
the election of the Audit and Election committee. It’s important we have a quorum for voting to
take place.
We have received protocols from the Metropolis about our Parish Council elections. At the
Clergy-Laity Congress this past September, there was a amendment added that we can postpone our
elections by one year. At the Parish Assembly, we will entertain a motion if we should delay the
election until December 2021, or if we should have our elections this December for a two-year
term.
Please Note: In order to count multiple votes from one household, we ask you and your spouse
log on to separate devices and place your individual votes. Otherwise, only one vote will count
per device/household.
All parishioners in good standing will receive the agenda, last year’s assembly minutes and
financials in the mail. Additional information about the assembly will be emailed to all
parishioners on our email distribution list.
In closing, I would like to thank all parishioners for their continued love, support and generosity
during this pandemic.
Wishing you and your family a healthy and blessed November, and a Happy Thanksgiving!
Foti Georgopoulos

Why do we honor God on Sunday at the beginning of the week
and not on the Sabbath at the end of the week? G.P
This is part two of my (admittedly longwinded and needlessly complicated) answer to the question: Why
do we honor God on Sunday at the beginning of the week and not on the Sabbathat the end of the week?
To recap part 1, last moth we discussed the weekly Sabbath observance prescribed in the Law of Moses as
a type of Christ’s Sabbath rest in the Tomb on Holy Saturday. In other words, God commanded mankind
to observe the Sabbath as a day of rest to prepare us to recognize Christ’s rest in the tomb before His
resurrection. Thus, previous observations of the Sabbath are fulfilled and completed by Christ. This
answers why we do not observe our main day of worship on Saturday.
Instead the Orthodox Church has Sunday as its primary day of religious observance. Here I want to note
that we are talking about primary or chief day of worship. Every day is a day to praise and offer glory to
God. In addition, every day of the week has its own focus within the prayers of the Church. Monday
honors the angels &amp; archangels; Tuesday is dedicated to the Prophets, &amp; particularly St. John
the Baptist; Wednesday is a day to honor the Cross; Thursday is dedicated to the Holy Apostles &amp;
Hierarchs, and particularly St. Nicholas; Friday again honors the Cross &amp; Christ’s crucifixion;
Saturday is set aside as a day of memorial for all who have fallen asleep; and Sunday is set aside as the
day to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.
Understanding that Christ’s resurrection is the central aspect of our faith, it is not hard to see why we
prioritize this day over all others. Listen to the hymns of Orthros on Sunday morning and you will see that
they are all focused on Christ’s resurrection. Thus, gathering together on a Sunday to celebrate Christ’s
resurrection is an act of collective memorial for the events of Pascha morning. We get to join the myrrhbearing women in the proclamation that the Lord is Risen.
There is yet also another way to view the significance of Sunday. If the week is a cycle of seven days,
Sunday is the first day of the week. Yet the Church also sees in Sunday the Last day, what is called the
Eighth Day. In the book of Revelation, St. John affirms that He saw the vision of Heaven “on the Lord’s
Day” 1 , ie Sunday. As he concludes the account of his vision, he describes God’s Heavenly Kingdom as
such “There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them
Light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” 2 The Church refers to this unending day of life in God’s
Kinthere are two reasons that we prioritize Sunday in our praise of God: one backwards looking, and one
forwards looking. We celebrate on Sunday because by doing so we call to memory and experience the
Resurrection of Christ, which happened on a Sunday. Also by celebrating on Sunday we look forward to
God’s Heavenly Kingdom and the unending Eighth Day.
I started writing the answer to this and quickly realized that I am longwinded and could only cover half of
the question in the allotted space. So, this month we will tackle why we no longer observe the Sabbath as
our primary day of religious observance. Next month we will tackle why Sunday occupies that role.
To answer this question, we have to first understand the importance of the Sabbath and also apply a
method of interpretation called Typology (I briefly mentioned typology last month and will give a fuller
explanation in this article). We will start with typology because that will give us the tools to speak about
1
the Sabbath.
Revelation1:10
2
Revelation 22:5

The best example to explain typology is the Typewriter. To create a word on a sheet of paper you must push
a key. That key activates a metal arm that has an engraving of a specific letter at the end. The portion of the
arm with the letter strikes a ribbon that has ink on it forcing that ink onto the page in the pattern of the letter
engraved on the arm. Τύπος typos means an impression, or an image, hence we call this typing. What is
important to note is that the letter which appears on the page is an image which owes its shape and form to
the engraving on the arm of the typewriter. Details on the actual engraving will manifest on the page.
Forensic investigators can use this fact to trace typed pieces of paper back to the specific machine that was
used to type them. The point I am making is that the type actually points to the thing that gave it its form in
the first place.
Much of our understanding of God and His plan of salvation is like this typewriter illustration. He often
presents us with events, or revelations which are a type (impression, image, or foreshadowing) that are
formed by events or revelations which will come later. If we are attuned to those images, we can perceive the
thing that gave them form, and once we see the thing itself, we can better understand its image (type).
So lets take these principles and apply them to the Sabbath to help understand why it is not our central day of
worship. The Sabbath is presented to the Israelites as a holy day. God declares these words from the 10
Commandments:
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and made it holy.
So the Sabbath (Saturday, the 7th day of the week) is holy because it is the day that God rested after finishing
creation. The Israelites are told not to do labor on this day to always be mindful of the fact that God rested.
This is the type. This is the image or foreshadowing which was shaped by the events of Christ’s passion and
resurrection. It was on a sabbath day (Saturday) that Christ was at rest in His tomb. All other Sabbaths were
images or impressions of the one TRUE SABBATH, Holy Saturday. The day that Christ rested. Did God
need to rest after finishing creation? No, but He did and established a continual remembrance of it, all to
foreshadow the rest He would take in the tomb.
See how the Church describes the connection between the two from a hymn that is chanted on Holy
Saturday:
The Great Moses mystically foreshadowed this day, saying: “And God blessed the seventh day.”
For this is THE Blessed Sabbath; it is THE day of rest, in which the Only-Begotten Son of God
rested from all His works, and through the dispensation of death, in body He rested.
Christ hints at this when He says to the Pharisees, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath. Therefore, the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” In general the Sabbath was established to
serve man, and it does so by preparing man for what is to come. All Sabbaths are subject to Christ, since He
is the Lord of the Sabbath. That means all Sabbaths derive their meaning and purpose from Him (ie from His
Sabbath rest in the tomb on Holy Saturday).
Looking at the Sabbaths through the lens of typology, as an image or foreshadowing of Christ’s Sabbath on
Holy Saturday, we can see Christ’s words at work. He announced, “Do not think that I came to destroy the
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” As Orthodox Christians, it is not so much that
we do not observe the Sabbath as a day to honor God, but more that the Sabbath and its purpose has been
fulfilled by Christ. All the Sabbaths from the time of Moses up unto the passion of Christ had the purpose of
preparing us for Holy Saturday. With its coming and Christ’s rest in the tomb, the Sabbath finds its
completion and thus it is no longer necessary to observe it as it once was.
With the Sabbath fulfilled, the high point of our weekly worship of the Lord no longer falls on a Saturday.
Instead, the Resurrection of Christ gives rise to a new day, Sunday. Next month we will talk about Sunday as
the primary day Orthodox Christians honor the Lord.
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Exodus 20:8-11
Glory of the Kekregria, Paschal Vigil of St. Basil
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Mark 2:27-28

6

Matthew 5:17

If you are new to Philoptochos, we welcome you and are so excited to have
you join us! If you are a returning member, we welcome you back!

We are always looking for new ideas and energy to help us serve our mission.
Throughout the year, we have several opportunities to share our time, talent
and treasures.

Providing Love and Support Thru Meals
The Philoptochos is excited to announce a new program for support TO our
parishioners BY our parishioners. The St. Athanasios Meal Train!
We will provide meals to those who have just had a baby, lost a loved one,
or are going through treatment for an illness. Parishioners sign up for a time
slot, make a meal for a parishioner in need, and deliver it to them.
When we have someone in need, you will receive an email and have the
opportunity to sign up for a meal slot if you are available. If you can help
withthis initiative, please contact the church office
or Laura.maniatis@ecolab.com
(630)297-2912
or Maria Sellas @ (630)292-6207.

**If you are in need, or you know someone who may be in need of support,
please provide the name and contact information to the church office. They
will be contacted by our committee who will gather the essential details.
After this, a “Meal Train” will be set up and communication will be sent
out to the volunteer team requesting support and help.

Ask yourself these three questions…Do you enjoy helping others? Do you
like to have fun? Do you want to work with other women who are on a
mission to serve Christ by helping the needy and the poor? If your answer is
YES! then please join us this year as we continue our journey of faith and
service as a sisterhood of love and support and aid to others.
We invite all women of the parish to join us as Philoptochos members for the
2020-2021 Ecclesiastical year! To join Philoptochos, fill out this form below
and mail it in. We look forward to working together this year in continuing to
serve the needy of St. Athanasios and our local community.

St. Athanasios Philoptochos Membership Form 2020-2021
Name:_______________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______Zip Code: ______________
Phone: ________________________ Cell:__________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________
Birthday (Month/Day):______________
When completing your membership from please keep in mind that $22 of
your Philoptochos Stewardship donation goes to the National Philoptochos
and Metropolis Philoptochos. Any membership donation above $22 stays in
the St. Athanasios fund for our chosen local charities.
Please accept my Philoptochos Stewardship donation of
$50_____ $75_____ $100_____ Other______
(Please make checks payable to St. Athanasios Philoptochos)
Please complete this form and mail it to our Membership Chair:
Stacy Kuncl – 1141 Johnson Drive, Naperville, IL 60540
***New this year***
If you would like to sponsor a new member to Philoptochos this year, please
include her name below and minimum dollar amount of $25 for her
Stewardship donation.

Name:_________________________________________________
Amount of Pledge:___________
***Fundraising for the 2020-2021 membership year may look different this
year due to COVID 19 so thank you in advance for keeping your membership
current***

Champion Food Pantry Message
November 2020
Have you ever wondered where the food that we collect goes to? Well in fact it stays
right in our own community. St. Athanasios’ main food pantry donations currently go
to Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry and Loaves & Fishes.
This month we are featuring a little bit about Loaves & Fishes which has been in the
community since 1984. They believe in the power of community to change lives, that
working together we can accomplish great things, that each person possesses inherent
dignity, in the nobility of the human spirit, the opportunity to serve is a gift and food
is a right and not a privilege. Loaves & Fishes offers weekly shopping in the food
market and increases access to healthy nutritious food through its food recovery
program and local grocery partners. Loaves & Fishes is located at 1871 High Grove
Lane Naperville, IL.
We are still looking for volunteers to sign up and take the collected food to these food
pantries. If you are interested, you may sign up through the signup genius located in
the weekly bulletin.
If I sign up, when can I drop off the St. Athanasios food pantry donations for these
two organizations are accepted during the following times:
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry (1110 Jericho Road Aurora): Monday,
Wednesday & Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm

Loaves & Fishes (1871 High Grove Lane, Naperville): Monday – Thursday
8:00am to 5:00pm Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to Noon.
If dropping off here, please ask the volunteer to weigh our food pantry
donation and email Angie Weld.
Any questions, please contact Angie Weld at aweld75@yahoo.com or Christina
Valavanidis at christina.valavanidis@gmail.com for more information.
For the month of November, we are asking that each parishioner that attends service
to bring the food item listed below for November. (No Expired Food or partially
opened packaged foods. Please do not bring toys or pantry items such as flour,
sugar, spices, etc.).

Month
November

Monthly Food Donation Suggestion
Food Item
Green Beans (can), Corn (can) or Stovetop Stuffing

November Liturgy/Events Calendar*
*All church services will begin with Orthros at 8:30am followed by Divine
Liturgy at 9:30am, unless otherwise noted below. Attendance for church services
require an advanced reservation through the Signupgenius.com website. Any
questions can be answered by calling the church office during business hours
Tuesday-Friday.

Sunday, November 1st
SS Cosmas & Damian

Wednesday, November 25th
St. Katherine

Sunday, November 8th

Sunday, November 29th

Monday, November 9th
St. Nectarius

Monday, November 30th
St. Andrew the Apostle

Thursday, November 12th
7:30pm Bible Study via Zoom

Friday, November 13th
St. John Chrysostom

Sunday, November 15th

Monday, November 16th
St. Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist

Saturday, November 21st
Entrance of the Theotokos

Sunday, November 22nd

Dear Parishioners of Saint Athanasios,
I would first like to thank all parishioners that have submitted and
fulfilled their 2020 stewardship pledge, especially under the
circumstances.
Our Stewardship Sunday will take place on November 22nd.
Parishioners will receive their stewardship commitment forms in the
mail, and we ask that you prayerfully consider your 2021
stewardship pledge.
You should always know that the Church will always be here for you
and your family in time of need. This year the Parish Council has
decided to eliminate the minimum pledge amount.
Families that are fortunate enough to increase their pledge, please do
so, so that we can cover any shortfalls that we will have in 2021, and
to keep our Church doors open. Our Stewardship goal for 2021 is
$350,000.00.
Once you receive your stewardship form, we ask you to complete it in
its entirety. The information that you will provide us on your
stewardship form we will be able to update our database and have the
correct information for all our stewards, and to update our Time and
Talent database.
Wishing you all a blessed month, and Happy Thanksgiving!
May 2021 be a blessing for all of us and our Parish!
Foti Georgopoulos
Stewardship Chairman

Jr GOYA
Our next meeting will be held November 17th Mark that date on your
calendar and stay tuned for details.
As always, if you have a 6th through 8th grader who would like to join
Jr. GOYA please contact Samantha Dulles at ssdulles@yahoo.com or
Irene Evert at mysister14@gmail.com.
GOYA
Our GOYA group had a great time at their inaugural event in September
(see photos). We met at church around a bonfire, made delicious
smores, played bumper soccer and Father Panagiotis led a discussion
with the teens on their experiences with Church life.
Please join us for our next GOYA gathering on November 21st at
church. More info to come soon. Please watch the Bulletin for
additional information for the event and sign up opportunity.

Our St. Athanasios Sunday School program is in full swing, virtually!
Grades 2 and younger are receiving family lessons from their
teachers. Grades 3 and up are meeting every other Sunday online to
connect over a lesson and check in with one another.
Students and families -- thank you for your continued support and for
prioritizing our religious education program. We know it's not easy to
work remotely on Sunday School but it’s where we are and you're
making it happen! And we LOVE to still be able to see and connect with
you!
Additionally, a big thank you goes out to our incredible Sunday School
teachers for their sharing their time, talent and hearts with their students.
What families may not realize is the countless (and often late night)
hours that teachers put in every week. They are pushing through
challenges of learning new technology for their virtual classrooms and
platforms, preparing integrated lessons, thinking outside of the box to
further connect with the children, praying continuously, completing
mandatory child safety certifications through the diocese, sitting through
Zoom staff meetings and trainings, preparing packages and materials (at
their own expense), re-evaluating after every zoom meeting/lesson sent,
and (in some grades) even stopping by to see the children from a
distance at their homes! It's truly a labor of love in Christ and for the
children. Thank you again, to all of our wonderful teachers...and to Fr.
Panagiotis for both his spiritual guidance and IT troubleshooting skills!
Lastly, if you have not yet registered your child for Sunday School and
would like to do so, please contact Anna Caniglia
at annagordon71@yahoo.com. It's not too late. We will get your
children placed into their virtual classrooms.
May God continue to bless and watch over our children and families!
Thank you again for supporting our Sunday School program!

St. Athanasios Bookstore Highlights – November 2020
By Jean Demas, Joanne Collins
November begins the Thanksgiving and Christmas season to be grateful
and to honor the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. During the upcoming
holiday season, remember that our Bookstore has books, icons, musical
CDs, prayer ropes, jewelry, and other items to continue your spiritual
growth and to give gifts to loved ones to help increase their knowledge
about our faith.
Although the pandemic has been a difficult time this year for everyone,
the wonderment of children is more prominent during the end of the year
holidays. Think about the children in your families to request items on
our shelves for birth through teens to enrich sharing about our Orthodox
faith. We also have many children and adult books in Greek to further
the language of our Church. Here is a sample of books available to
purchase for children and to read with them:
Building to Last: Stories for Families to Read Together in their Daily
Prayer Time - The author, has included 30 stories that teach a lesson:
perhaps about honesty, unselfishness, sharing. The stories are told from
an Orthodox world view, whose main lesson is one of love; making the
family the “little church”. Each story is followed by a Bible passage and
questions for further discussion.
From I-Ville to You-Ville - This is the story of a young boy named
Stubborn who strives to become the first person in I-ville, where people
live by the motto "Me first!” He makes the difficult journey to
You-ville, where humility and kindness prevail, and where people put
the good of others before their own. Drawn from the teaching of St.
Paisios of Mount Athos, the story provides lessons that can be of
tremendous spiritual benefit for all.

Let’s Share and Let’s Be Friends - In these delightfully illustrated
books, the author shows how children can have fun sharing and making
it easy to have friends.
St. Helen Finds the Cross of Jesus - This beautifully illustrated book
describes Empress Helen’s journey to find the cross of Jesus.
The Tale of Three Trees - Once upon a time, three little trees dreamed
of what they wanted to be when they grew up. So begins the
enchanting American folktale about the wishes of three trees coming
true in a surprising way.
The Twelve Great Feasts for Children - In this series, the author uses
simple verses and colorful illustrations to acquaint children with the
themes and imagery of each important feast in our Orthodox Church
year.
To purchase items currently in our Bookstore, please contact the
Church Office, saintathanasiosoffice@gmail.com to check on available
days/times for a short visit.
For custom orders, requests, or questions, please contact Jean Demas,
Bookstore Coordinator, saintathanasiosbookstore@gmail.com

Memorials & Sacraments-October 2020
Blessings
40 Day Blessing-Oliver & Theodor Griffin, sons of Aris Griffin

Baptisms
Evelyn Georgopoulos– daughter of Peter & Kelsey Georgopoulos

Weddings
Joseph Lawlor & Alexis Anselment
Michael Clark & Alexi Procopos
_______________________________________________________

Memorials
Spiros Mavrogiannis
Stamos Papasideris
John Papasideris
Bill Dagiantis
John Siambis

Theodore Manikas

Wooforia is our family owned doggie day care and
boarding facility striving to be your best friend’s home
away from home. Our building is designed with the safety
and comfort of your pets in mind and offers indoor and
outdoor play areas.
The Stamatakis family invites you to:
Visit us at 2051 Mayfield Drive in Montgomery
Or call us at: (630) 299-3239

49 Sugar Ln. Sugar Grove, IL
60554
(630) 466-4557
At route 47 and Junction 30
Owners: Moe Procopos and
Chris Procopos

4000 Fox Valley Center Dr.
Aurora, IL. 60504
www.basilsdining.com
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